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By Jessie Conner 
Program Director

Rebuilding Together – St. Louis staff, board, 
and  volunteers are currently prepar-
ing for Rebuilding Day 2010.  Over two 

hundred homeowners submitted applications and 
many of those homeowners have been visited by 
volunteers.  Along the way, we are also completing 
projects.  By helping one home and one life at a 
time, we are closer to the vision of creating a safe 
and healthy home for every person.   

For National Day of Service in September 
the local company, Mr. Handyman, assisted Mr. 
and Mrs. Kelly who are  in their late seventies by 
completing home modifications,  repairing and 
painting gutters, installing a handrail to the base-
ment, and completing other safety repairs.  Mr. 
and Mrs. Kelly have cherished their home for over 
thirty years.    

Mr. Kelly was overjoyed by the dedicated 
volunteers from Mr. Handyman.  “They helped 
me very much.  All the volunteers did a beautiful 
job” said Mr. Kelly.

Michael Fitzsimmons, owner of Mr. Handy-
man of St. Louis – West County, recruited many 
of his employees to volunteer.  Mr. Fitzsimmons 
said, “Rebuilding Together was a natural part-
ner for us to do volunteer work on the National 
Day of Service.  We wanted to give back to the 
community and partner with an organization 
that would make good use of the skill set of our 
employees and thus maximize the benefit pro-
vided to those in need.  It was a great experience 
for my employees and for me personally.”

Including Mr. and Mrs. Kelly, Rebuilding To-
gether – St. Louis volunteers assisted over 20 ho-
meowners through various projects within the last 
few months.  Our dedicated R.T.... Express team 
installed grab bars, repaired steps, and provided 
much needed safety repairs for numerous home- 

owners.  Volunteers from Grace Presbyterian 
Church reached out and helped an older adult 
woman living by herself.  The Home Depot will 
assist five homeowners in the St. Louis area later 
this month.  The Home Depot volunteers will 
build ramps, repair doors, repair a porch, paint a 
home, and much more!  

Throughout the year, Rebuilding Together is 
working towards creating a safe and healthy home 
for every person by changing one home and one 
life at a time.

357 Marshall Avenue  • Suite 2 • Webster Groves, MO 63119
314.918.9918  •  www.rebuildingtogether-stl.org

Volunteers from Mr. Handyman pose for a picture with Mr. 
Kelly.
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A letter from the Executive Director

New Executive Director begins 
post, looks forward to future

By Dave Ervin 
Executive Director

On September 8th,   I began my assign-
ment as your new Executive Director 
for Rebuilding Together-St. Louis.

It is indeed an honor. I am grateful to the 
Rebuilding Together-St. Louis board of direc-
tors for bringing me on board.  

This marks a career change for me from a 37 
year media career into this esteemed service or-
ganization. “Service” is what is so exciting to me 
about Rebuilding Together. St. Louis as a region 
is in need of much revitalization. Part of that 
revitalization involves volunteers helping people 
who can’t help themselves. While there are so 
many areas in need of volunteer assistance, few 
are as important as helping low-income hom-
eowners, especially older adults and individuals 
with disabilities. 

Rebuilding Together has a lofty vision of 
creating a safe and healthy home for every 
person. This of course takes great resources. 
As such we’re grateful for our most valuable 
resources…our 2500 volunteers…our generous 
corporate and individual donors…and Rebuild-
ing Together’s dedicated staff. 

In the course of the past year, Rebuilding 
Together-St. Louis has improved the homes and 
lives of almost 180 homeowners. 105 of those 
homes are improved on ONE day per year, “RE-
BUILDING DAY.”  Throughout the year, you’ll 

find volunteers with paint brushes, hammers, 
lumber, electrical and plumbing supplies, work-
ing together to turn a problematic house into a 
safe and comfortable environment. 

Our grand vision dictates that we build our 
resources and build the agency’s capacity to 
rebuild more and more homes and lives into 
the future. In that regard, please continue to 
spread the word far and wide about Rebuilding 
Together-St. Louis. 

Warmest regards, and Happy Rebuilding!

Board of Directors

By Staff

Rebuilding Together is 
proud to announce the 

appointment of James H. 
Buford to its board of direc-
tors. James Buford, a native of 
St. Louis, is the President and 
CEO of the Urban League of 
Metropolitan St. Louis. He has 
been at this post since 1985. 

The Urban League is a 

human service not-for-profit 
organization which assists 
African Americans and 
others in the achievement of 
social and economic equal-
ity. It conducts programs and 
provides services to the com-
munity in education, employ-
ment, housing community 
organization and cultural en-
richment. The Urban League 
and Rebuilding Together St. 

Louis are 
currently 
forging 
a part-
nership 
to help 
improve 
the homes 
of low-in 

come St. Louis homeowners. 
Jim and his wife Susan re-

side in St. Louis, MO. He has 
two sons, James Jr. and Jason.

Rebuilding Together-St. 
Louis welcomes Jim Buford!

Jim Buford

Jim Buford, President of Urban 
League joins RT-STL Board 
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Upcoming Events  •  Art Fix Art Auction & Party

Art Auction, party mends area homes, lives
By Laura Hurt 
Development Director

Area artists, local restaurateurs and community sup-
porters will come together for the 3rd Annual ArtFix: 
Mending Homes and Lives through Art from 7–11 

p.m. on Saturday, November 21 at Third Degree Glass Fac-
tory, located at 5200 Delmar in St. Louis. ArtFix is a unique 
event featuring original art, food and silent auctions to 
benefit our low-income homeowners.  

Tickets are just $35 in advance and include valet parking, 
generous food samplings and beverages from some of the 
area’s finest restaurants including Baileys’ Chocolate Bar, Vin 
de Set, Square One Brewery, SqWires and Ricardo’s.  Bever-
age sponsors include Anheuser-Busch Companies, Firefly 
Vodka and Fitz’s.  Unique works from 27 local and national 
artists will be on display and available for auction, as well 
as a large variety of silent auction items, including massage 
packages, beer and wine tours, weekend getaways and more.

 “This is a unique opportunity for collectors as well as 
anyone interested in fabulous art to purchase pieces while 
helping the less fortunate in our area,” said Melissa Hensley, 
volunteer chairperson of ArtFix. “The entire art community 
has embraced this event, and the donated art includes paint-
ings, photographs, sculpture, silkscreens, cartoons, blown 
glass and pottery.”  Artists include Mark Katzman, Michael 
Shaw, John Vogl, Jeff Kapfer, Kate Duncan & Ashley Kopp.

ArtFix will be emceed by Scott Mosby, host of “The 
Home Improvement Show” on KMOX.  Music provided by 
the Matt Rowland Band.

 More information and tickets are available online at 
artfixstl.com or by calling 314.918.9918 ext. 21. 

Art Fix 2008: Partygoers enjoyed local art and tastings from such Baileys’ Chocolate 
Bar, SqWires, Butler’s Pantry and Square One Brewery.

Upcoming Events  •  HGTV Viewing Party

Party at Moolah Theatre this Veterans Day
Local man wins HGTV makeover for home to help other veterans

Bring your family, friends and co-workers to 
join us for the exciting television debut of 
Change the World: American Heroes, the 

cable television special about the renovations and 
the lives of American heroes, including several St. 
Louisians, which airs on HGTV on Veterans Day, 
November 11th at 7:00 p.m. central.

Hence Forland, 57, has been pouring his own 
money and sweat equity into the aging house he 
opened to homeless St. Louis veterans in need of 
transitional housing. The brick two-story, which 
is just down the street from the John Cochran 

VA Medical Center in north St. Louis’ 19th Ward, 
was in dire need of rewiring and plumbing work 
-- and even ceilings -- until the remodeling began, 
thanks to volunteers from Rebuilding Together-St. 
Louis and a donation from HGTV.  The Windsor 
Transitional House transformation will take air 
this Veterans Day. 

Thanks to Charter Communications, Rubin-
Brown and Mosby Building Arts, you can watch it 
on the big screen at the beautiful Moolah Theatre 
as we celebrate veterans and volunteers!

–RT Staff and St. Louis Beacon

THE 411
What
Art Fix Art Auction & Party 

When
Sat. Nov. 21 @ 7pm

Where
Third Degree Glass Factory 
5200 Delmar, STL MO 

Cost
$35 in advance 
$40 at the door

More info
artfixstl.com

THE 411

What
HGTV Viewing Party 
Change the World: 
American Heroes 

When
Wed. Nov. 11 @ 6pm

Where
Moolah Theater 
3821 Lindell Blvd.
St. Louis, MO 63108

Cost  Free

More info
rebuildingtogether-stl.org
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Night of jazz, volunteerism 
gets RT-STL message out
By Zach Wood 
AmeriCorps Member

This August Rebuilding Together 
National asked all of the current 
AmeriCorps members to par-

ticipate in President Obama’s United We 
Serve national service initiative (www.
serve.gov) by assembling and distributing 
500 Energy Efficiency Outreach Bags in 
targeted neighborhoods.  The bags con-
tained useful information about conserv-
ing energy along with information about 
Rebuilding Together’s services. 

I worked closely with 21st Ward Alder-
man Antonio French and his staff to re-
cruit volunteers from the community and 
to determine the best distribution method.  
The 21st Ward collaborated with the 
Sheldon Concert Hall to put on a series of 
jazz concerts to unite the community and 
retake a local park from gang activity.  We 
agreed that setting up a table at this event 
would be an excellent way to demonstrate 
our partnership with the Alderman and 
increase awareness of our programs.

The Alderman’s office put me in touch 
with the neighborhood association and 
community leaders to source volunteers 

before the concert.  I also reached out to 
the local AmeriCorps office and had some 
members join us.  I then reached out to 
the Urban League and they sent out Fred 
Shelton their Assistant Director of Weath-
erization Services to join us with informa-
tion about their program.  

We all met up at the alderman’s office 
the afternoon before the concert to as-
semble the bags.  This proved to be a great 
chance to meet community leaders, let 
them see our collaboration with the Alder-
man and to show them that AmeriCorps/
Rebuilding Together really wants to serve 
their needs.  The volunteers then helped 
load the bags, tables, chairs, etc. and trans-
port them to the park to set up.

Our board president, Paul Williams, 
Fred Shelton and I set up our table before 
the concert started and were instantly 
inundated with interested community 
members.  It was a great night that allowed 
us to have extended conversations with 
members of the community and get our 
message out.  The success of this project 
has provided many great opportunities for 
Rebuilding Together-St. Louis to expand 
our capacity to serve the region through 
new partnerships!

Presidential United We Serve Project

Volunteers assemble energy efficiency outreach bags and information on Rebuilding Together-St. Louis’ 
services for residents of the city’s 21st Ward.

Calendar

Keep up with what’s  
on the horizon in the  
next few months.

November 2009
Nov. 11:  HGTV Moolah  
Theater Viewing Party – 6pm

Nov. 21: ArtFix Silent  
Auction and Party – 7pm

December 2009
House Previewing 
wrapping up 

January 2010
House Captain  
Recruitment begins

February 2010
Final House  
Selections made

March 2010
House Captain Meetings

April 2010
Homeowner Meetings

May 2010
May 1: Rebuilding Day
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The Sponsors of Rebuilding Together - St. Louis			                 July 1, 2008 to June 30, 2009 

$25,000 and Above
Anheuser-Busch Companies 
 Inc.
Boeing Corporate
Boeing Employees Community 
Fund
Cricket Communications
Daughters of Charity Founda-
tion of St. Louis
Emerson
HGTV
Scottrade, Inc.
The Home Depot Foundation
Washington University Medical 
Center

$15,000 to $24,999
Citi
Missouri Housing Development 
Commission
Riverview West Florissant De-
velopment Commission
Sears Holdings

$10,000 to $14,999
MasterCard Worldwide

$5,000 to $9,999
AmerenUE
Anders Minkler & Diehl LLP
Banco Popular Foundations, 
Inc.
Charter Communications
Home Builders Charitable 
Foundation
Macy’s Foundation
Maritz Inc.
Monsanto
Norman J. Stupp Foundation-
Commerce Bank Trustee
RubinBrown
Southwest Bank, Charitable 
Foundation
Wal-Mart

$2500 to $4999
Air Comfort Products Division 
of Emerson Electric
Armstrong Teasdale LLP
Big Brothers, Big Sisters of 
Eastern Missouri
Booz, Allen, Hamilton Inc.
Clarkson Eyecare
Emerson Appliance Solutions
Emerson Fluid Systems
Emerson Heating & Air Condi-
tioner Motors
Emerson Hermetic Motors
Emerson Industrial Motors

Emerson Motor Company
Emerson Process Management
Emerson Professional Tools
Emerson Tool Company
Feed My People
Fifth Third Bank
French Gerleman
Lowe’s
Lutheran Church of the Resur-
rection
Marketsphere Consulting 
McCarthy Building Companies, 
Inc.
Mercer Human Resource Con-
sulting
Midwest BankCentre
Missouri Housing Trust Fund
Monsanto
Philip Morris
Plumbing Industry Council
Realtor Housing Assistance 
Fund
Saint Peters Bone and Joint 
Surgery, Inc
St. Joseph Church - Cottleville
Bob and Vicki Staed
Tenet Healthcare Foundation
White-Rodgers a Division of 
Emerson

$1000 to $2499
Affordable Housing Trust Fund
AGC of St. Louis Education 
Foundation
Citi Foundation VIP
Evangelical Congregation of 
the Redeemer
Matthew Fisher and Shannon 
Fogarty Fisher
HSBC
Mark and Kathy Jansen
McBride & Sons Management 
Co.
Mississippi Lime Company
Pat and Barbie Murphy
NARI Nat. Assoc. Remodeling 
Ind.
Tom and Fran Swigunski
Ernie Verhulst and Mary Jo 
Verhulst
Paul and Deborah Williams

$500 to $999
Board Builders
Enterprise Bank & Trust
The Honeybaked Ham Com-
pany
Scott and Judy Mosby
Progressive Builders, Inc
Southern Commercial Bank
J.M.M.
Mary, Mother of the Church

Mary Ramatowski
Owen Development
Summit Sales
Robert and Eliza Thompson

$250 to $499
Ameristar Casino
Baldi Electric Company
Mark and Becky Bisig
Elizabeth Carver
Door Solutions, Inc
Bob and Mary Fredericksen 
Grace Episcopal Church
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Hasler
Anita Higginbotham
Robert Ricklefs
Loren Strelow
Chad and Dana Weigel

$100 to $249
Michael Arri
Craig and Michelle Gilley
Jon and Melissa Hensley                                                                                                                                          
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Kolasch
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Kuhn
Jerome Levine
Mr. and Mrs. Marty McClimens
Judith Miller
William Miller
Monsanto Company
Byron Moser
Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Niesen II
Randy and Deborah Reed
Tammy Rothe
Lisa Simpson
Tom Scheifler and Janice 
Starbuck
Stephan Storrs
Jerry and Kristy Strickland
Sheila Summers
Ron and Cheryl Turley
Jeff Veenhuizen
Greg and Priscilla Visintine 
Richard Walgreen
Michael and Carrie Wind
Rev. Dr. Walt Winters
Wood Wise
Joseph Zanola

$1 to $99
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Anderson
Mr. and Mrs. Bob O. Barnes
Eugene and Margaret Barr
Marian Benenati
Nancy Benson
Robert Berger
David Budinger
Joanne Carberry
Carolyn Carter
Jasper and Patricia Cross
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Dailey
John and Dorothy Downs

Mr. and Mrs. David Dubois
Jon and Judith Dubois
Frances Dunn
Christina Ensign
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Fennewald
Kelly Ferrick
Virginia Fox
Mrs. and Mr. Susan Fritz
Joe Garavaglia
Robert Gettinger
Bruce Gibson
Lisa Gift
Carol Guttmann
Gregory Hempen
Dennis P. Holdener
Scott and Laura Hurt
Christopher Johnson
Robert Johnson
Arie Kaplan
Wayne Kaufman
Gail Kerber
Kenneth and Suzanne Kern
Mr. and Mrs. Willie Kimbrough
Patricia Kistenmacher
Richard and Carol Kohnen 
Mr. and Ms. Ron Kordick
Mitchell Kurtzweil
Mr. and Mrs. Mark LaMar
LaMartina Plumbing
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Lambert
Stephanie Latham
Daniel Limmer
Edna Love
Daniel Michel
Wayne Minde
Dr. and Mrs. Donald Mielcarek
John Mikaski
Kurt Miller
Peg Mitchell
Dr. and Mrs. Edward Morgan
David Neu
Doug Overall
Viola Pisoni
Lynne Rajani
Jeffrey Roth
Dennis and Carol Rybarczyk
John Saver
Marvin and Connie Schatz
Carlos Scheer
David Seidensticker
Carol Smith
Dr. Stacy Smith
James Snodgras
SPRAY Insulation Inc
Mary Staed
Julia Straughter
Ken Stuckmeyer
Betty Thomas
Wilbur Weaver
Edward Winkler
Jesse Winters
Albert and Patricia Wolk
Brian Zingsheim

Fall 2009    |    5   



Join the RT-St. Louis volunteer community!
By Staff

Are you bored with your everyday routine?  Are you 
looking to meet new people and give back to your 
community at the same time?  Now is your chance to 

join the community of Rebuilding Together – St. Louis volun-
teers!   
Here is a list of our current volunteer opportunities:

•  Lead a team of volunteers on Rebuilding Day as a 
House Captain.

•  Help organize the job site and work with our hom-
eowners on Rebuilding Day as a Volunteer Coordinator.

•  Preview homes for Rebuilding Day on the House 
Selection & Work Evaluator Committees.

•  Help with data entry, filing, and other projects as an 
Office Volunteer.

•  Help plan Trivia Night or ArtFix on the Special Events 
Committee.

Please visit the Web site, www.rebuildingtogether-stl.org 
for more details.  If you are interested in joining the R.T.. vol-
unteer community, please contact Jessie Conner at jconner@
rebuildingtogether-stl.org or call 314-918-9918 ext. 24. 

Volunteer Opportunities

Newly married couple finds a unique way to support charity
Thank Yous

Rebuilding Together-St. Louis is fortunate to have generous 
volunteers and donors like Scott and Jenny Bopp who  
 decided that in lieu of traditional wedding favors at their 

recent nuptials, they would designate a couple worthy charities 
to donate to.  Rebuilding Together was of the recipients of their 
generosity.  Jenny Bopp tells us, “We decided to make a charitable 
donation for everyone in attendance rather than opt for tradition-
al favors.  We felt that the best gift that we could give was the gift 
of helping others.  With the cost of weddings rising and people 
feeling the financial pinch (including non-profits), it seemed 
impractical to allocate money for favors which some think are 
frivolous and are often not wanted. When choosing the chari-
ties, we looked for local non-profits that support the Saint Louis 
community.   We had previously volunteered with Rebuilding 
Together, and tremendously enjoyed the experience.  We decided 
to choose them as one of our charitable donations to both help a 
great cause, but also to bring this wonderful organization to our 
guests’ attention.”

–staff

“The reason why I volunteer with R.T.... is to help someone 
who has done all that they can on their own and needs a boost.  
I also enjoy getting out and meeting people; a lot of our appli-
cants are older and many have interesting stories to tell about 
their lives.  I also really enjoy getting to see parts of St. Louis 
I’ve never seen before, or parts that I have seen but never really 
knew who lived there.  I preview mostly North St. Louis City 
and County homes.  I always hear how dangerous it is, but 
I get to see the people who live there and are not dangerous, 
those just trying to live their lives.  It puts a new perspective on 
the city that I live in.”  

—Natasha Ramey 
House Selection volunteer
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HENCE FORLAND

Homeowner Profile

In 1994, Desert Storm veteran Hence J. Forland bought the home 
that would become the Windsor Transitional House with the 
hope of creating a place for veterans to find emergency shel-
ter and transitional housing. After his own experience return-
ing from active duty, Forland decided to help other veterans in 

their often difficult transition back to civilian life. Windsor Transitional 
House offers spiritual support, transportation, job placement services 
and aid for substance abuse. The two-story, four-bedroom home, which 
is located within walking distance of the John Cochran Veterans’ Ad-
ministration Medical Center, also gives veterans easy access to public 
transportation, groceries and community resources.

Windsor Transitional House was renovated by a dedicated group of 
volunteers, support from local sponsors and HGTV.  Change the World: 
American Heroes, the HGTV special about the renovations and the lives 
of the American heroes who live in the home will air on Veterans Day, 
November 11th at 7:00 p.m.  Join us for a free evening at the Moolah 
Theatre from 6-9 p.m. to watch it on the big screen and celebrate our 
volunteers!

BIOGRAPHY

Name
Hence Forland 

Family
1 daughter
1 grandson

Neighborhood
Covenant-Bleu 

Repair Date
June 2009

Repair Done
Complete home rehab: 
Drywall, painting, 
carpentry, tuckpoint-
ing – everything!

Best thing about  
the repairs
The breakfast room 
where the guys can  
eat together 
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Home Tips by Scott Mosby

Get your home ready for the colder months with Fall maintenance tips

Scott Mosby is 
President of Mosby 
Building Arts, 
Ltd. and hosts the 
“KMOX Home Im-
provement Show”. 
Each Saturday, 
from 11 am to 2 
pm.

By Scott Mosby 
Advisory Council Member

Here are some fall maintenance 
tips that can make your cooler 
months much more pleasant.

•  Test smoke and carbon mon-
oxide detectors and replace 
batteries. 

•  Disconnect hoses from out-
side spigots. Remove all paints, 
caulks and liquid materials from 
garage or garden sheds. 

•  Winterize lawn, plants and 
shrubs. Seed, mulch and collect 
leaves. 

•  Clean and vacuum dust from 
vents, baseboard heaters and 
cold-air returns. 

•  Inspect weather-stripping 
around doors and windows and 
repair or replace as needed. 

•  Set thermostats and duct-
work dampers for winter. 

•  Clean gutters and down-
spouts during and after falling 
leaf season. 

•  Maintain your emergency 
power generator.

•  Clean outside window wells 
and exterior basement stairs for 
clear drainage. 

•  Prepare snow shovels, snow 
blower and winter-care tools.

•  Winterize automobiles.

•  Recharge or replace fire ex-
tinguishers with expired dates.

•  Service and lubricate 
overhead garage doors and all 
operating parts.

•  Clean dishwasher, trash 
compactor and counter top 
appliances.

•  Maintain outdoor lighting in 
working order. Inspect fixtures 
and outlets for weather damage 
and replace bulbs.

Join us at

Art Auction & Party
Nov 21 @ 7pm
artfixstl.com

Save  
the Date

Rebuilding Day 
May 1st

357 Marshall Avenue
Suite #2
Webster Groves, MO 63119


